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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


FOR  THE 


YEAR  1964 


TO  THE  LLANFYLLIN  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 


The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1964,  which  is  drawn  up 
according  to  the  instructions  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 

The  statistics  compare  favourably  with  those  for  the  county  as  a 
whole. 

The  section  relating  to  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  area  deal, 
especially,  with  food  hygiene.  This  is  an  aspect  of  public  health  which 
requires  unremitting  vigilance  by  the  department  and  indeed  constant 
education  of  the  public.  “ Spot  ” checks  are  useless — regular  inspections 
of  food  premises  are  essential  to  ensure  that  a high  standard  of  food 
hygiene  is  maintained.  The  public  health  inspector  and  his  assistant  are 
to  be  congratulated  upon  the  tremendous  amount  of  work  that  has  been 
done  in  this  respect  in  1964.  I have  only  to  draw  your  attention  to  the 
fact  that  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  the  Borough  in  1964  to 
impress  upon  you  the  need  for  vigilance  where  food  hygiene  is  concerned . 

In  Aberdeen  in  1964  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  occurred,  and  a 
district  adjacent  to  the  Borough  received  contacts  from  this  part  of  the 
country ; they  were  kept  under  observation  until  all  danger  of  infection  was 
past. 


I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ELINOR  M.  GREVILLE. 


October,  1965. 
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LLANFYLLIN  BOROUGH  COUNCIL  AT  31st  MARCH,  1964 

The  Mayor:  Alderman  I.  H.  LEWIS 
Deputy  Mayor:  Alderman  J.  E.  EVANS 

Alderman  DAVID  JONES 
Alderman  J.  M.  OWEN 
Councillors:  J.  E.  EASTON 
D.  LI.  EVANS 


Town  Clerk  .... 


Mrs.  M.  E.  JONES 
P.  A.  JONES 
A.  F.  MANN 
G.  O.  RICHARDS 
L.  T.  ROBERTS 
R.  D.  ROBERTS 
Mrs.  I.  D.  SELLY 
C.  A.  G.  TWILLEY 
A.  W.  WATKINS 
I.  M.  WATKINS 
T.  E.  A.  Jarvis,  Solicitor 


Officers  of  the  Health  Department 


Medical  Officer  (District 
M.O.H.  N.  Montgomery- 
shire) 

Borough  Surveyor  and  Public 
Health  Inspector 

Borough  Treasurer 

Borough  Collecting  Officer .... 


Elinor  M.  Greville,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

LI.  O.  Evans,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  Cert.  R.S.I. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods) 

R.  A.  Birch,  A.I.M.T.A.,  A.C.W.A. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Davies 


SECTION  “ A ” 


General  Statistics 

Area  of  District — 8,143  acres. 

Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate  of  resident  population — 1,230. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books — 406. 
Rateable  Value  at  31st  March,  1964 — £24,651. 

Sum  of  Penny  Rate — £96  9s.  lOd. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population. 

Estimated  Mid- 1964 — 1,230 
Estimated  Mid- 1963— 1,230 
Estimated  Mid- 1962 — 1,230 
Estimated  Mid-1961 — 1,240 
Estimated  Mid- 1960 — 1,280 

For  the  past  3 years  the  population  has  remained  stationary.  In 
1964  the  live  births  stood  at  the  figure  of  20;  as  the  number  of  deaths  was 
13  the  natural  increase  in  the  population  was  7. 


BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 


Live  Births 


Live  births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

11 

8 

19 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

11 

9 

20 

Crude  Birth  Rate — 16.26  per  1,000  population. 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  (for  age  and  sex) — 18.17  per  1,000  population. 
Illegitimate  Live  Births  (%  of  total  Live  Births)— 5%. 

Still-births— Nil. 

Still-birth  Rate  (per  1,000  Total  Live  and  Still-births) — Nil. 

Total  Live  and  Still-births — 20. 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1 year) — Nil. 

Infant  Mortality  Rates — Nil. 
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Neonatal  Mortality  Rate — Nil. 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate — Nil. 
Perinatal  Mortality  Rate — Nil. 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate — Nil. 

Deaths 

All  causes: 

Male  . . 6 

Female  . . 7 

Total  ..  13 


Crude  death  rate:  10.57  per  1,000  population. 

Corrected  death  rate  (for  age  and  sex):  8.77  per  1,000  population. 


Deaths  by  age,  cause  and  sex,  during  the  year 


Cause  of  Death 


Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Pneumonia 

• ••  ••  •• 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . . 
Suicide 

• • • • • • • • 

Total  all  causes  . . 


Sex 

Total 

All 

Ages 

Years 

45-55 

55-65 

65-75 

75 

and 

over 

M 

1 





_ 

1 

F 

— 

— 

i 

* 

M 

— 

— 

— 



_ 

F 

1 

— 

1 





M 

1 

— 

— 

1 



F 

2 

— 

1 

1 

M 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

F 

1 

— 

— 



1 

M 

1 

— 

1 



F 

— 

— 



__ 

M 

— 

— 





F 

1 

— 





1 

M 

— 

— 





F 

1 

— 



___ 

1 

M 

— 

— 





F 

1 

— 

1 



M 

1 

— 



1 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M 

6 

— 

1 

3 

2 

F 

7 

— 

3 

— 

4 

Chief  Causes  of  Death 


Coronary  Heart  Disease  and  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Central  Nervous  Svstem  were 
ye\r7of  agehlef  “ °f  dea‘h  ° C3SeS  °f  each>'  There  were 


5 


Comparative  Statistics,  1964 


Birth  rate  (corrected) 

Llanfyllin 

Borough 

18.7 

Monts. 

18.09 

Illegitimacy  rate 

5 

4.9 

Death  rate  (corrected) 

8.77 

12.63 

Maternal  mortality  rate 

Nil 

1.43 

Total  infant  mortality  rate 

Nil 

15.7 

Legitimate  infant  mortality  rate 

Nil 

Nil 

Illegitimate  infant  mortality  rate 

Nil 

Nil 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate 

Nil 

5.7 

Perinatal  mortality  rate 

Nil 

22.0 

Still-birth  rate 

Nil 

1.9 

These  statistics  could  not  be  better,  as  compared  with  those  of  the 
county  as  a whole. 


SECTION  “ B ” 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible  for  the  health 
services  of  the  district. 

SECTION  64  C ” 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 


Water  Supplies 
(i)  Quality 

To  report  upon  the  quality  of  the  water  supplies  in  this  district  it  is 
necessary  to  distinguish  between  public  supplies  and  supplies  drawn  from 
private  sources. 

The  public  supply  is  drawn  from  a well  sunk  in  valley  gravel. 
Nineteen  samples  were  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination  during 
the  year.  All  were  reported  highly  satisfactory.  One  sample  was  submitted 
to  chemical  analysis  and  was  reported  to  be  organically  satisfactory  but 
acid  in  character. 

The  private  supplies  are  mostly  from  shallow  wells  or  springs  and 
detailed  information  regarding  their  quality  is  not  available  but  I have 
commented  on  this  matter  in  previous  reports.  Eight  samples  from  private 
supplies  were  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination.  Of  these  two 
were  reported  satisfactory,  and  six  unsatisfactory. 
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(ii)  Quantity 

To  report  upon  the  adequacy  of  the  water  supplies  in  the  Borough  it 
is  again  necessary  to  deal  separately  with  those  properties  which  are 
within  reach  of  the  public  mains  and  those  which  have  to  rely  on  private 
supplies. 


The  public  supply  is  adequate  for  all  purposes.  The  dwellings  and 
population  supplied  from  the  mains  are  as  follows: 


Estimated 
No.  of  Dwellings  Population 

Water  laid  on  to  house  or  curtilage  . . 341  1,057 

Dealing  generally  with  the  properties  beyond  the  reach  of  the  water- 
main  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  during  periods  of  drought  the  supplies 
are  inadequate.  The  elevation  of  some  properties  makes  it  difficult  to 
supply  them  economically  but  I consider  that  the  watermains  should  be 
extended  wherever  possible  so  as  to  make  the  maximum  use  of  an  adequate 
source.  I am  glad  to  note  however  that  a high  proportion  of  the  houses  in 
the  district  are  provided  with  a mains  water  supply. 

(iii)  Plumbo-Solvent  Action 

The  public  water  supply,  unless  treated  for  the  correction  of  pH 
value  may  have  a corrosive  effect  upon  metals.  One  sample  taken  during 
the  year  had  a pH  value  of  6.6  and  representations  were  made  to  the  Water 
Board  who  undertook  to  increase  the  pH  value  of  the  water. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Following  the  construction  in  1953  of  new  sewerage  works  for  the 
town  the  position  regarding  drainage  and  sewerage  is  satisfactory  within 
the  built-up  area  of  the  district. 

Closet  Accommodation 

The  construction  of  the  new  sewerage  scheme  made  it  possible  to 
convert  most  of  the  pail  closets  in  the  town.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  no  pail  closets  in  use  in  the  built-up  area  of  the  district. 

Public  Cleansing 

Throughout  the  year  under  review  arrangements  were  in  force  for  the 

weekly  collection  of  house  refuse.  The  service  was  confined  to  the  contents 

ol  bins  and  the  refuse  was  disposed  of  on  one  tip  situated  outside  the 

Borough  and  others  within  the  Borough.  The  service  is  available  through- 

out  the  built-up  area  of  the  district  and  along  the  principal  roads  in  the 
rural  area. 
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Public  Health  Inspections 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Inspector  carried  out  the  following 
inspections: 


Public  Health 

11 

Food  and  Drugs 

4 

Housing  Inspections 

18 

Drainage 

20 

Building  Inspections 

28 

Meat  Inspections 

130 

Refuse  Disposal 

10 

As  a result  of  the  above  inspections  the  following  notices  were  served 
with  the  result  indicated : 

No.  served  . . . . 6 

No.  complied  with  . . 3 


Shops  and  Offices 

During  1964  the  main  provisions  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act,  1963,  came  into  operation.  Amongst  other  things,  this 
legislation  required  the  registration  of  all  premises  where  persons  were 
employed  to  work  in  any  office,  shop  or  railway  premises.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  the  following  registrations  had  been  made: 

No.  of  No.  of  Persons 

Class  of  Workplace  Registrations  Employed 

Offices  . . . . . . . . . . 3 7 

Retail  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . 3 15 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses  ....  — — 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  public  1 4 

Fuel  Storage  Depots. . ..  ..  ..  — — 

Caravan  Sites 

There  were  no  licensed  sites  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  1964. 

Smoke  Abatement 

No  action  necessary  during  the  year. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

There  were  no  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  the  area  at  the  end  of  1964. 
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Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

Factories  Act,  1937-1959 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

Outworkers 

There  are  no  outworkers  in  the  district  and  therefore  no  statistics 
relating  to  Part  VIII  of  the  Act  of  1937  are  included  in  this  report. 


SECTION  “ E ” 

The  following  information  is  required  to  be  included  in  this  report: 

(1)  There  were  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  1964  the  following 
numbers  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  sold  or  stored : 


Butcher’s  Shops  . . . . . . 2 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops  . . 1 

General  Provisions  Shops  . . 4 

Greengrocer’s  Shops  . . . . — 

Cafes  2 

Confectioner’s  Shops  . . . . 5 

Licensed  Premises  . . . . 3 


(2)  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  requires  the 
registration  of  all  premises  used  for  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  ice  cream 
or  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled 
or  preserved  food  intended  for  sale.  The  following  numbers  of  premises 
are  so  registered : 

For  the  sale  of  ice  cream  . . 4 

For  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  1 


(3)  Nine  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  food  premises  in  the 
Borough.  Letters  were  sent  to  occupiers  drawing  attention  to  36  contra- 
ventions of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960.  It  is  hoped  to 
increase  this  type  of  inspection  of  food  premises  during  1965. 

(4)  Educational  activity  in  relation  to  food  hygiene  was  confined  to 
advice  and  discussion. 

(5)  One  slaughterhouse  was  in  operation  in  the  district  throughout 
the  year  and  the  following  table  shows  meat  inspected  and  condemned. 


9 


Meat  Inspection 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

110 



1 

941 

200 

Number  inspected  . . 

110 

— 

1 

941 

200 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

AND  CYSTICERCOSIS 
Whole  carcase  condemned 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

41 

_ 

79 

33 

% of  the  number  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than  tubercu- 
losis and  cysticerci 

37% 

— 

— 

9% 

16.5% 

Tuberculosis  Only 
Whole  carcase  condemned  . . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 



____ 



% of  the  number  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

5 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Weight  Condemned  — 880  lbs. 


SECTION  “ F” 

Infectious  Disease  Control 

Only  12  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  reported  during  the  year: 

Whooping  Cough  . . 3 

Measles  . . . . . • 5 

Food  Poisoning  . . 4 


The  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  caused  by  a Salmonella  infection 
and  occurred  in  one  family.  Unfortunately  we  were  called  in  too  late  to 
enable  us  to  trace  the  source  of  infection.  The  mother  was  later  confined  in 
hospital  (in  an  isolation  block)  and  the  baby  was  found  to  have  contracted 
the  infection ; treatment  was  instituted  and  no  further  cases  ensued. 
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Immunisation 

At  the  County  Welfare  Clinics,  immunisation  against  whooping 
cough,  diphtheria,  tetanus  and  poliomyelitis  is  offered  to  all  children. 
Smallpox  vaccination  is  not  at  present  available  at  most  clinics,  but 
parents  are  advised  to  obtain  this  service  for  their  children  from  their 
family  doctors. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  is  offered  to  children  aged 
13  years  and  is  carried  out  in  the  schools  in  the  county. 
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